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 During the first week of February, the questionnaires were delivered to the applicants with C.D. between 2 and 4 weeks, with a
return envelope and an application form for further information. The first round of examinations took place at the end of

February, the second in March, and the third in April. The panelists consisted of 20 assessors with a minimum of 8 years of post-
graduate experience in ornamental horticulture, and the necessary training. The assessors were appointed for an 8-year term.

Data collection {#s2-3} --------------- The main objective of the IPC was to measure the flowering period of *P. oleifera* in the
field, with the flowering index being the main indicator to be used to evaluate the condition of the plant. The flowering index is

defined as the ratio of the total flowering plants in relation to the total number of observation plants, according to [@bib13].
According to our literature review, no previous study about the flowering period of *P. oleifera* existed. The characteristics of

the sampling design, the number of samples (n = 10), and the precision (percentage of flowers) of this study were very
appropriate. In this study, we used the modified Scale of the Day Length for estimating the total flowering time. The scale of

the day length was calculated according to the number of daylight hours using the formula: 10x (days of flowering) + 20 where
X = days of the year. The day length data were obtained from the daily average temperature and sunshine hours from January
and February of the second year of the study. These data were obtained from the Hunan Provincial Meteorological Bureau and

the Hunan Bureau of Agriculture and Fisheries, from a meteorological station that was located at the Hunan Agricultural
University. The flowering index of *P. oleifera* was determined on 14 July 2018, 6 months after the first batch of

examinations, with a flower count of 10 plants (one plant was used as the unit of count) per sample. The mean number of
flowers per plant was recorded. To determine the flowering index, flower count was the main index used to evaluate the

flowering condition of *P. oleifera*. In this study, a total of 10 flowering index plots were selected, and each included 10
observation plants. Sustainability analysis {#s2-4} ----------------------- Sustainability analysis was implemented 82157476af
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